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Figure 1- Fritillary butterflies are abundant in August.  This one is warming up at dawn. 

Join John and Dixie to learn nature photography in Michigan’s spectacular Upper Peninsula.  Learn to 

photograph woodland waterfalls, dewy dragonflies, spider webs, wildflowers, butterflies, blueberries, 

pitcher plants, sundew, and magnificent landscapes along the shores of Lake Superior.  We make dawn 

and evening field trips each day Monday through Friday to productive places we have discovered over 

thirty years of teaching workshops here where photo subjects abound.   

http://www.gerlachnaturephoto.com/


Field trips are led in the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, on private land, and in Hiawatha National 

Forest.  The meadows, bogs, shorelines, waterfalls, and forest provide a wide array of wonderful natural 

subjects to photograph during late summer.  On cool mornings, we explore wet meadows to photograph 

dewy spiderwebs, dragonflies, butterflies, blueberries, and wildflowers.  On cloudy mornings, we 

photograph nearby woodland waterfalls.  On clear evenings, enjoy photographing gorgeous rocks 

formations along the Lake Superior shoreline and eventually the sunset at the lake. 

This photo workshop is carefully planned to take you to special places with plenty of marvelous subjects 

to photograph.  Learn how to select attractive photo prospects from the chaos of nature.  Then we 

teach you how to shoot high-quality photos with cutting-edge photo techniques that anyone can 

master.  We spend 100% of our time in the field helping you shoot photos.  We do not shoot our own 

photos in the workshop but prefer to spend all of our time helping our clients. 

Key Photo Skills You’ll Learn: 

• Determine superb exposures for JPEG or RAW files quickly and easily 

• Understand the histogram and highlight alert 

• The ease of full manual exposure 

• When to use the powerful Auto ISO exposure mode 

• Use a tripod properly 

• Shoot the sharpest images possible on a tripod, or handheld when necessary 

• Use the benefits of live view for focus, exposure, and shooting the image 

• Focus precisely using manual focus or autofocus 

• Use flash for fill, main, and balanced light applications 

• Shoot perfectly exposed and sharp close-ups every time 

• Focus stack for the ultimate control over depth of field 

• How to process a set of focus stacked images, and stack them with Helicon Focus 

• Use front, side, back, and reflected light to best advantage 

• LED lights to improve your close-up images 

• When and how to use the polarizing filter 

• Compose powerful compositions 

• Become an expert at using wide-angle lenses 

 

Figure 2 A quiet sunset on an inland lake with a 24-70mm lens  This is a two-shot focus stack where one image is focused on the 
reeds in the foreground, the second on the trees in the distance, and then focus stacked together. 



John and Dixie are avid photography instructors who don’t hold anything back and have no secrets.  We 

share everything.  We teach our workshops with the assumption that you want to become a super 

photographer because that makes photography more fun and rewarding.  While we teach the ultimate 

photo skills you must master to shoot superb images, they are not hard, and everyone can learn them.  

The easiest participants to teach are beginners because they haven’t acquired many poor photo habits.  

More experienced photographers are often hindered by old ideas they picked up along the way that are 

now harmful to their photo results.  We do our best to advance your photo skills by several notches. 

To ensure that our instruction is complete, informative, and helpful, our group size is limited to 14 

participants.  That is a 1:7 instructor/student ratio.  About 20% of the workshop is spent viewing 

instructional slide programs that are carefully put together to teach you the most. 

 

Figure 3- Northern pitcher plants lure insects inside their modified leaves where they are consumed.  There is a lot of depth of 
field to cover, and no aperture can cover it adequately.  But, shooting eleven images in a focus stack using f/8 easily captures 
the details in the plant.  We teach you how to shoot, and process focus stacks to achieve unlimited depth of field. 

Image Review 

We have a spirited showing Friday night of the best images participants shoot during the week.  Please 

give ten images to Dixie on a jump drive to add to the program.  We also view ten of your images 

brought from home on Thursday afternoon.  Sharing images is optional, of course, but this is an 

excellent way for everyone to see what you can do! 

Instructor Programs Presented 

We also present a program showing you many images we shot during the previous year or two.  This 

popular part of the workshop is an effective way to show you the recent things we’ve discovered about 



nature photography.  At noon on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, John presents digital image 

programs that teach: 

Monday – Digital Exposure 

Tuesday – Close-up Photography (This program includes a demo on how we shoot a focus stack, process 

the stack, and then stack them together using Helicon Focus.) 

Wednesday – Outdoor Flash Photography 

Thursday – View Client images and discuss them 

Friday – Wildlife Photography Techniques 

Plus, Special Demonstrations to be fit into the Schedule 

Participating in our nature photography workshop is the perfect way to tremendously improve your 

nature photography skills and learn about nature while enjoying the beautiful outdoors.  We teach 

photography with great passion and enjoy it tremendously.  Be amazed at how much you learn! 

 

Figure 4 Monarch at Dawn with Dew.  A plamp holds the 
butterfly perfectly still on a calm morning. 

 

Figure 5 Dewy American Copper - We often find butterflies 
on dewy mornings. 

 

The Workshop Schedule 



We believe in taking our field trips at the times when photo conditions are best.  Therefore, we lead 

morning field trips that begin ½ hour before sunrise and stay out till about 9:30 a.m.  Don’t worry.  

Getting up for our early morning field trips is easy.  Our workshop takes place on the far western edge of 

the Eastern Time Zone.  Our morning departure time is 6:20 a.m. 

Evening field trips begin at 6 pm and we always stay out for sunset around 9pm if weather permits. 

All prime times (morning and evening) for excellent light and photos are reserved for field trips.  We 

conduct our instructional programs that cover flash, exposure, close-ups and wildlife photography 

during the middle of the day when photo conditions are less favorable.  

About Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore 

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore is named for the colorful rocks and towering cliffs along the southern 

Lake Superior shores between Munising and Grand Marais.  The entire area is a photographer’s 

paradise.  The land is a mixture of beech-maple and conifer forests, clear meandering creeks, quiet 

beaver ponds, undeveloped Lake Superior shorelines, several charming waterfalls, numerous meadows 

overflowing with wildflowers, and hundreds of small secluded lakes.  Since this area is sparsely 

populated, it’s a land of abundant beauty. 

 

Figure 6 A secluded point that you never stumble upon, but I have led a few thousand photographers there over 35 years and it 
is now commonly called "Gerlach's Point" by photographers now. 

Field Trips 

Field trips are about 3 hours long to allow you time to shoot numerous photos.  We’ll lead one all-

afternoon field trip to distant areas of Pictured Rocks by boat on Lake Superior to photograph the 

incredible colored rocks of the 100-foot high cliffs, but only if the lake is calm.  Weather always dictates 



what we can do.  John has led more than 150 week-long photo workshops here over the years.  He 

knows where to go for productive photography no matter what the weather “gods” throw at us.  Since 

field trip destinations are determined by prevailing weather conditions, a “set in stone” daily scheduled 

isn’t possible.  John decides the field trip destination 5 minutes before we leave, and that works 

perfectly.   

Transportation 

Most of our participants drive to the workshop, so we always have plenty of vehicles.  Those who fly in 

can rent a car or take a taxi to the hotel and join someone else in a carpool.  We carpool on each field 

trip.  Clients prefer carpooling because they can leave much of their gear in the vehicle. 

Viewing your Digital Images 

We use a high-resolution TV to view the images brought from home and shot in the workshop.  Load the 

images to share on a jump drive or CF card and give them to Dixie.  Be sure to put your images in an 

envelope with your name on it so we can label them accurately. 

Working on Your Images 

Most clients bring a laptop computer and download images to the computer or external hard drive.  If 

you have several large capacity memory cards for your camera, you can leave them on the cards. 

 

Figure 7 - Elliott Falls on Miner's Beach – It is cloudy, so a flashlight is used to light the falls. 

 

Meals 

Field trips are dictated by weather and meals must be worked in around photography.  We eat a group 

breakfast after the morning field trip in Munising, usually at the Falling Rock Café, but sometimes go to 



the Snack Bar in Eben.  All other meals depend on our schedule for the day and that varies due to 

weather.  The Timber Ridge Lodge has a full kitchen and the Timber Ridge Motel rooms have a 

microwave oven and refrigerator. 

Usually we eat a late breakfast around 9:30 a.m.  Most participants eat a snack before we depart in the 

morning or take something with them.  The real breakfast happens in late morning.  As a result, nobody 

is hungry at noon, so John conducts teaching programs then.  Many then eat an early dinner/lunch 

about 4 p.m. just before we head out for the evening field trip that can last till 9 p.m. if the sunset is 

promising.  We always work in eating around shooting beautiful photos, not the other way around. 

 

Figure 8 Clear nights in the Upper Peninsula produce plenty of few by dawn.  That is when we search the meadows for dew-
laden insects like this meadow dragonfly.  On many dewy mornings, we find a few dozen of them!  This is a 6-shot focus stack at 

f/8 with a 180mm macro lens. 

Farewell Dinner Friday Evening 

John and Dixie provide you with a pizza dinner that includes salad and ice cream.  Then we view your 

images made during the week.  Limit the images to ten per person.  Eating a wonderful meal together 

and viewing the images you shoot this week is a wonderful way to crown such a busy and productive 

week.  And this is our treat as John and Dixie are picking up the tab! 

Non-photographer Spouse/Friend 



If space permits, a few non-photographer spouses or friends who don’t shoot photos can attend the 

program for $150.  The field trips, our slide programs, and the Friday night dinner are all included in the 

$150 fee for participating non-photographers. 

When the Workshop Begins and Ends 

The week begins Sunday evening at 7 p.m. at the Timber Ridge Lodge on Aug. 16 and ends Saturday 

morning on Aug. 22.  If the weather is favorable, we lead a dawn field trip Saturday morning for 

those who have time to participate, and then eat breakfast. 

 

Figure 9 Butterfly weed makes a colorful image and the dew drops add extra interest. 

Tuition 

Tuition is $875.  A $200 non-refundable deposit is required to hold your space in the workshop.  Tuition 

includes all classroom and field instruction, detailed digital notes, national park and forest user fees, and 

the Friday night dinner.  Meals, lodging, boat ride ($45 in 2019) to photograph the Pictured Rocks 

(weather dependent), and personal items are NOT included. 

Lodging 

Our base is the Timber Ridge Motel and Lodge that is nestled among the hills and lakes in the heart of 

Hiawatha National Forest.  The lodge is on the shore of Hovey Lake and the motel overlooks the lake.  



This location is the perfect place to begin our field trips as it is centrally located, and most destinations 

are close. 

Timber Ridge Lodge 

Two large bedrooms are reserved for non-smoking participants.  Each of these rooms have two beds, 

and the two rooms share the one bathroom.  A small bedroom is in the basement where John and Dixie 

stay.  This house has a full kitchen, air-conditioning, and it is where we teach our programs.  Everyone 

loves the space provided in the home.  The house is a fabulous choice for single photographers! 

 

Figure 10 The Lake Superior shoreline along Pictured Rocks from the tour boat.  We only take the boat tour late in the day for 
best light and when the lake is not rough. 

2020 Prices for Rooming at the Lodge (The prices have not been determined at this early 

date, and we will update this once we know the lodging fees for 2020.  The fees listed below are for 

2019.) 

The lodge has two bedrooms upstairs and each room has two queen beds.  A bathroom is shared 

between the two rooms.  All participants have access to the rest of the home, including the full kitchen.  

Our workshop meeting room is here too, so you won’t miss a program and you get to use all the space 

when the group isn’t meeting and that is most of the time.  This is a relaxing place to stay, and it is on 

the shores of Hovey Lake.  The house is reserved for non-smoking participants.  John and Dixie live in the 

basement of the home where we have our own facilities. 

Private Room 

$285, plus tax for six nights. 

Two people in one room 

$315 plus tax split two ways.  

Timber Ridge Motel 



This motel has nine rooms, each with private bathroom, microwave, refrigerator, coffee maker, a deck 

overlooking the lake, TV, and Internet.  The motel and lodge are in excellent condition!  Visa, 

MasterCard, Discover, traveler’s checks, and cash are accepted. 

Single Person:  $84 per night plus tax. 

Two People per Room: $89 per night plus tax. 

Timber Ridge Motel and Lodge Contact Info 

Mike and Mary Sue Nolan 

Timber Ridge Motel 

(HCR 1), Box 52 

Munising, MI  49862 

(906) 387-3790 

There are camping options too! 

Otter Lake Campground 

The best choice for those who wish to camp or stay in their recreational vehicle.  Cost depends on the 

exact site, but most sites are $30 per night.  The campground is a 5 minute drive to the Timber Ridge 

Lodge.  Make reservations by calling (906) 387-4648.  http://playatotterlake.com/rates/ 

Otter Lake Campground (906) 387-4648 

Reservations (855) 723-3662 

Otter Lake Campground 

E 7609 Otter Lake Road 

Munising, MI  49862 

Travel and Equipment Information 

After making a reservation, we will send pre-departure information describing the photo equipment and 

clothing that is most suitable for the workshop, plus a detailed map showing how to get to the Timber 

Ridge Lodge and Motel. 

Getting to the Workshop 

Since most drive to the workshop, we rely on carpooling to get everyone to the field trip sites.  You can 

fly into K.I. Sawyer Airport south of Marquette, MI.  That is about 40 miles from the Timber Ridge.  Car 

rentals are available at the airport.  We suggest renting a car because it is useful to have your own 

wheels.  If you prefer to share a rented car with another participant, let us know and we will connect all 

interested parties.  The roads we drive on are suitable for any vehicle. 

 

http://playatotterlake.com/rates/


To reserve you spot in this workshop 

Contact John Gerlach or Dixie Calderone by phone or Email.  

John (208) 320-0951  johngerlachphotography@gmail.com 

Dixie Calderone  (812) 350-0799  

 

 

Figure 11 Wagner Falls makes a fine image from the viewing platform.  A short walk from the parking lot, we typically 
photograph it when rain is threatening.  Even in overcast light, use a polarizing filter to remove unwanted glare from wet 
surfaces.  By the way, photographing streams and waterfalls is best in a light drizzle because everything is wet and that 

saturates colors.  Of course, that means bring rain gear and umbrella to the workshop. 

 

mailto:johngerlachphotography@gmail.com


White Admiral butterfly basks in the dawn sunshine! 

 

Figure 12 A tiny sample of the subjects we find in a dewy northern Michigan meadow during August!  These subjects are perfect 
for developing your close-up photography skills! 


